
NELdS RELEASE #2 Break:., _.„4i:£il?f^ 4 March 1979 

Bullit County, HY—Work continuss at the Ualley of the 

Drums to prevent oil and hazardous materials from dcaining 

into Uilson Creek, A small dam has been built across the steam 

to collect filiating pollutants and to aerate the uiater in an 

effort evaporate chemicals uhich are soluable in uater. 

Heaby equipment is being used to relocate drums and clear 

anal area for future operations. A shallou trench is being 

constructed along the IOBET side of the dump site to collect 

surface runoff before it reaches the creek. 

A Begional Response Team meeting has been scheduled fa r 

Monday morning to discuss various problems presented by the 

drainage of oil and hazardous materials from the du^gp,and possible 

methods for dealing with this problem. Representativesfrom 

the State uill also be present to discuss the situation uilbh 

the federal agencies repoESEnted at the Regional Response Team 

meeting. 

Soil and uater samples have been taken for analysis 

to determine uhat chemicals are present. Preliminary results 

shou the presence of benzene, tolulene and ketone. More tests 

uill have to be rung before ue can knou the identity of other 

chemicals uhich may be present in the stream and the soil 
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A private company, under contract to EPA, began uork 

Saturday afternoon to stop oil and other hazardous materials 

from draining into 'olilson Creek at the Taylor Dump in 

Bullit County, Taylor Dump is commonly referred to as the 

"V/alley of the Drums," The present drainage problem apparently 

came about as a result of the reeent heavy rains and melting 

snou. This runoff is uashing chemicals from leaking drums 

and contaminated soil diamn i.\\u til 11 into the stream. 

The first step in controlling the runoff uas the 

construction of a small dam across the creek, approximately 

% mile dunstream from the dump, Pnnt mopo uaa-plncî tnl Ii chiing 
c Rtream^ 

'rh" '<'im The dam does not completely stop the flou ofVuiater 

but it uill collect the floating pollotants.-aad- iPeat moss, 

placBtfbehind the dam, uill soak up some of the KhtBMXsaisxx 

materials uhich are soluable in water. Construction of this 

dam is only the first of several possible actions uhich may 

be ttakeei to try and control or prevent -#i>.rther stream con

tamination, 

EPA has established a command post at the Best Western 

Mntel in Shepherdsville in room 221. Meus Mddia may call 

502 543-3905 betueen 7:00 am and 10:00pm for more information. 


